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ABSTRACT:
SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC —
THE SUPREME CRISIS MANAGEMENT BODY

The current highly tense international situation, as well as several internal political problems, highlight the
importance of crisis management and its significance in Slovakia. Preparation for resolving crisis situations is
becoming increasingly vital. The capability to respond to crisis situations that could be exacerbated by further
development of the international situation, the proliferation of local conflicts and also lessons learned from
internal political crises such as the refugee crisis or the handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, are becoming
more prominent. Crisis management is therefore among the very important areas of public administration
functioning in Slovakia. In recent years, it has been tested several times, as serious crisis situations on both the
domestic and international scenes had to be addressed. Specifically, the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as the
war in Ukraine and the associated refugee crisis, tested its functionality.
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These crisis situations revealed its strengths and weaknesses. Currently, the Government of the Slovak
Republic, individual ministries and especially the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic, which is
primarily responsible for crisis management, face a serious task: to completely redefine and re-establish the
basic parameters of crisis management. A decisive role in crisis management falls on state administration
bodies. The Security Council of the Slovak Republic is the supreme body of crisis management in the Slovak
Republic. It is an advisory body to the Government of the Slovak Republic and participates in the creation and
implementation of the security system of the Slovak Republic.

The Security Council is a permanent advisory, initiative, and coordinating body of the Government of the
Slovak Republic. It ensures compliance with international security obligations, evaluates the security situation
in the Slovak Republic and in the world. The council prepares proposals for measures for the government to
maintain the security of the Slovak Republic, to prevent crisis situations, and to resolve existing crisis situations.
In the event that the government is unable to function during states of crisis, during war, state of war, or state of
emergency, the Security Council of the Slovak Republic exercises its constitutional powers to the extent as
defined by law.

The Security Council is tasked with the responsibilities in peacetime, as well as during war, a state of war, or
a state of emergency. During war and a state of war, this body carries out the tasks at the main defense
management site of the state. It is therefore important to know its main tasks, structure and especially the expert
departments that prepare background materials for the Government of the Slovak Republic.

Keywords: Crisis management, Security Council, respond to crisis situations.
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Universal Decimal Classification: 328; 342.5; 351/354
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REZUMAT:
CONSILIUL DE SECURITATE AL REPUBLICII SLOVACE -
ORGANUL SUPREM DE GESTIONARE A CRIZELOR

Situatia internationald extrem de tensionatd actuald, precum si mai multe probleme politice interne,
evidentiazd importanta gestionarii crizelor si importanta acesteia in Slovacia. Pregatirea pentru rezolvarea
situatiilor de criza devine din ce in ce mai vitala. Capacitatea de a raspunde situatiilor de criza care ar putea fi
exacerbate de dezvoltarea ulterioara a situatiei internationale, de proliferarea conflictelor locale si, de asemenea,
de lectiile invatate din crizele politice interne, cum ar fi criza refugiatilor sau gestionarea pandemiei COVID-19,
devin din ce in ce mai proeminente. Prin urmare, gestionarea crizelor se numara printre domeniile foarte
importante ale functiondrii administratiei publice in Slovacia. In ultimii ani, a fost testat de mai multe ori,
deoarece au trebuit abordate situatii grave de criza att pe scena internd, cat si pe cea internationald. Mai exact,
pandemia COVID-19, precum si razboiul din Ucraina si criza refugiatilor asociata, si-au testat functionalitatea.

Aceste situatii de criza si-au dezviluit punctele forte si punctele slabe. In prezent, Guvernul Republicii
Slovace, ministerele individuale si in special Ministerul de Interne al Republicii Slovace, care este in primul
rand responsabil pentru gestionarea crizelor, se confruntd cu o sarcind serioasa: redefinirea completd si
restabilirea parametrilor de baza ai gestionarii crizelor. Un rol decisiv in gestionarea crizelor revine organelor
administratiei de stat. Consiliul de securitate al Republicii Slovace este organul suprem de gestionare a crizelor
din Republica Slovaca. Este un organism consultativ al Guvernului Republicii Slovace si participa la crearea si
punerea in aplicare a sistemului de securitate al Republicii Slovace.

Consiliul de securitate este un organism permanent consultativ, de initiativa si de Coordonare al Guvernului
Republicii Slovace. Acesta asigura respectarea obligatiilor internationale de securitate, evalueaza situatia
securitatii in Republica Slovaca si in lume. Consiliul pregateste propuneri de masuri pentru ca guvernul sa
mentini securitatea Republicii Slovace, si previni situatiile de crizi si sa rezolve situatiile de criza existente. In
cazul 1n care guvernul nu poate functiona in timpul stérilor de criza, in timpul Rézboiului, al stirii de razboi sau
al starii de urgentd, Consiliul de securitate al Republicii Slovace isi exercitd competentele constitutionale n
masura definita de lege.

Consiliul de securitate este insarcinat cu responsabilitatile in timp de pace, precum si in timpul razboiului, a
stirii de rizboi sau a stirii de urgenta. In timpul razboiului si al stirii de razboi, acest organism indeplineste
sarcinile la principalul site de gestionare a apardrii al statului. Prin urmare, este important sa cunoastem
principalele sale sarcini, structura si, in special, departamentele de experti care pregatesc materiale de baza
pentru Guvernul Republicii Slovace.
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PE3IOME:
COBET BE3OITACHOCTH CJIOBALIKO# PECIIYB/IUKH —
BBICIINI OPT'AH I10 YIIPABJIEHUIO KPU3HCHBIMU CUTY ALISIMU

Henemmssas kpaiiHe HampsbKeHHasw MEKIyHApOOHAS CUTYalus, a Takke psAI BHYTPHIIOIUTHYECKHX
npoOsieM MOMYEPKHUBAIOT BAKHOCTh AHTHKPU3UCHOIO YIPABICHUS M €ro 3HauuMmocTh mjisi CroBakum.
[TonroToBka K paspelIeHHI0 KPU3UCHBIX CHTyalid mpuoOperaeT Bce Ooinbinee 3HadeHue. CriocoOHOCTH
pearnpoBaTh Ha KPU3UCHBIC CUTYallH, KOTOPbIE MOTYT YCYTYOUTBCS B pe3yJbTaTe AAbHEUIEro pa3BUTHS
MEXIyHapOIHOW 0OCTaHOBKH, PaCIPOCTPAHEHHUS JIOKATbHBIX KOH(IIMKTOB, a TAKKE YPOKOB, U3BJICUCHHBIX U3
BHYTPHITOJIMTHYECKNX KPU3KCOB, TAKUX KaK KpHU3WC C OexeHmamu i 6oprda ¢ mangemueii COVID-19,
CTaHOBSITCS Bce Ooliee oueBUAHBIMU. TakuM 00pa3oM, aHTHKPU3HUCHOE YIIPaBJIEHHE SIBISIETCS OTHON M3 OYEHb
B&KHBIX 00JIaCTeH rocyIapCTBEHHOTrO yrpasienust B CoBakuM. 3a MOC/IeJHAE TO/Ibl OHO OBLIO OMpoOOBaHO
HECKOJIBKO Pas3, MIOCKOJIbKY MPUXOIMIOCH PEIaTh CEPhEe3HbIE KPHU3UCHBIE CUTYalluK KaK Ha BHYTPEHHEH, TaKk 1
Ha MeXIyHapoHoH apeHe. B wactHocty, manaemus COVID-19, a tarke BoliHA Ha YKpauHE U CBA3aHHBIN C
Hel KpHU3UC ¢ OSKEHIIAMU TIPOBEPHIIH €r0 (DYHKIIMOHAIBHOCTb.

OTH KpU3UCHBIE CUTYallMM BBUIIBIIM €r0 CHIbHbIE M cialOble CTOpPOHBL B HacTosiuee Bpemsi mepen
npaBuTenbcTBOM  CroBarkoit  PecryOnmky, OTAENPHRIMA — MHHHCTEPCTBAMH M OCOOSHHO — Tiepen
MunucrepcTBoM BHyTpeHHHMX el Cropankod PecryOnmku, KOTOpoe B IIEpBYIHO OuYepelb OTBEYacT 3a
AHTHKPHU3HCHOE YNPABICHUE, CTOUT CEPbE3HAsl 3a[a4a: MOJHOCTHIO IIEPECMOTPETh U NMEPECTPOUTH OCHOBHBIE
napamMeTpbl aHTUKPH3HUCHOTO YyNpaBieHus. Pemaromias posib B YNPABICHMM KPU3UCHBIMH CHTYaLMH
NPUHAIICSKUT OpraHaM rocyJapcTBeHHoro ympasienus. Coser OezomacHoctn Crosankod PecryOmukn
SIBIISIETCS BBICIIAM OPraHOM YIIPaBIIeHUsI KPU3UCHBIME cUTyarsmu B CroBankoit Pecrryomnuke. OH siBisiercs
KOHCYJIBTaTUBHBIM OpPraHOM NpH mpaBuTenbcTBe CroBankoil PecriyOnmky M y4acTBYeT B CO3JAHUM U
BHE/IpeHNH cucTeMbl Oe3onacHocTr CroBatkoi PecryOnvku.

CoBer bezomacHoCTH SIBISIETCSI TIOCTOSIHHO —JICHCTBYIOIIIMM KOHCYJIBTATHBHBIM, WHHUIIMATUBHBIM U
KOOPJMHMPYIOIIMM OpraHoM npasutenscTBa CroBaukoil PecnyOmuku. OH obecrieunBaeT coOmoieHue
MEXIyHapOIHbIX O00s3aTeJIbcTB B 00JaCTH O€301aCHOCTH, OLEHMBAET CHUTYallMI0 ¢ OE€30MacHOCTHIO B
CrnoBarkoit Pecry6nmike w1 B mmupe. CoOBET TOTOBHT Uil TPAaBUTENBCTBA MPEMJIOKEHHS O Mepax IIo
nozziepskanio  O6e3ornacHocty  CroBankod  PecriyOnuky, NpenoTBpAILeHHIO KPUSHCHBIX CHTYyallMd H
Pa3pELICHNIO CYLIECTBYIOIMX KPU3UCHBIX CUTyauuid. B ciydae, eciy IpaBUTENLCTBO HE MOXKET
(YHKIIMOHHPOBATh BO BpEMSI KPH3WCHBIX CHTYyalldif, BO BpeMsl BOMHBI, BOGHHOTO WJIHM YpE3BBIYAHOTO
nonoxkenuss, Coser beszonacHoctn CroBankodt PecryOnmuky — ocyliecTBiIsseT CBOM KOHCTHTYIIMOHHBIC
MIOJTHOMOYHSI B 00BbEME, ONPEAETICHHOM 3aKOHOM.

Ha Coser bezornacHocTr BO3NIOXKEHBI 00S3aHHOCTH B MUPHOE BPEMs], & TAKKE BO BPeMsl BOHHBI, BOGHHOTO
Wi LIpe3BB]"—IEII‘/’IHOI“O nojyioxkeHns. Bo BpEMs BOMHBI M BOSGHHOT'O TIOJIOKEHHS B CTpaH€ 3TOT OpraH BBIIIOIHACT
3a/1a4M T1aBHOTO OpraHa yrpaslieHHs: 000poHoOl rocynapctsa. [103ToMy Ba)KHO 3HATH €TO OCHOBHBIE 3a]a4H,
CTPYKTYpY M OCOOEHHO 3KCIIEPTHBIE MOIpa3JAeieHus], KOTOpble TOTOBAT CHPAaBOYHBIC MaTe€pHalbl IS
npaBuTenbeTBa CrioBarkoil PecryOmikm.

KiroueBble ciioBa: AHTUKpU3UCHOE yrpaBieHue, CoBeT be3omacHOCTH, pearupoBaHMEe Ha KPU3HCHBIC
CUTYAIHH.

JEL Classification: H11; H56; K10
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Introduction

Crisis management is one of the most important areas of public administration in Slovakia.! In
recent years, it has passed a challenging test, as serious crisis situations had to be addressed on both
the domestic and international scene. Especially the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as instability in the
Middle East, the war in Ukraine, and the associated refugee crisis, have verified its functionality. In
particular, the weak points and potential failures that were experienced in the past require extensive
changes. Currently, the Government of the Slovak Republic and its individual ministries face the
serious task of re-defining the basic parameters of crisis management. The decisive role in crisis
management falls to the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic, which is primarily responsible
for the area of crisis management. One positive aspect is that the functioning of crisis management is
centrally organized and operates on a hierarchical principle. This system works from the Government
of the Slovak Republic, through the Ministry of Interior, other sectoral ministries, and continues down
at the regional level. This principle allows operational and clear decision-making which, with good
coordination among the various components of crisis management, can lead to a quick and correct
solution to crisis situations without significant damage or threats to the property and lives of citizens.?

Security Councils of the Slovak Republic

The highest crisis management body is the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. This council
serves as an advisory body to the government and plays a key role in creating and implementing
security system of the Slovak Republic.® In addition to the Security Council, crisis staffs hold a
significant position in the crisis management process. At the central level, these staffs are established
by ministries and other central state administration bodies. Within this structure, the Central Crisis
Staff, which operates under the Ministry of Interior, holds a special status.* The Security Council of
the Slovak Republic is the country's highest authority for crisis management. This council serves as
a proactive, permanent and coordinating advisory body to the Government of the Slovak Republic.®
The council is involved in creating and implementing the security system of the Slovak Republic® and
ensures compliance with international security obligations, evaluates the security situation both within
Slovakia and globally, and prepares proposals for the government on measures to maintain security,
prevent crisis situations, and resolve existing ones.” In the event that the government is unable to
function during states of crisis such as war, a state of war, or a state of emergency, the Security
Council of the Slovak Republic exercises the government's constitutional powers within the scope
defined by law. The State Security Council performs its duties both in peacetime and in times of

! The submitted study, presented at a scientific conference, is based on adapted materials published in the
university textbook Karol Janas. Bezpecnostné rady Slovenskej republiky — dokumenty. (Trenéin, Trencianska
univerzita Alexandra Dubcéeka v Trencine, 2024).

2 For more on the organization of state administration, see Zuzana Ber¢ikova —Peter Ber¢ik —Jozef Bicik —
Miloslav Kis, Organizacia a vykon §tatnej spravy s Slovenskej republike. (Bratislava: Municipalia, 2008).

3 Security Strategy of the Slovak Republic. Bratislava: Narodn4 rada Slovenskej republiky, 2021; Obranna
stratégia Slovenskej republiky, Bratislava: Narodna rada Slovenskej republiky, 2021.

4 Statute of the Central Crisis Staff. Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 127/2019.

5 Statute of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved at the 112th session of the Government of
the Slovak Republic on December 8, 2004, Resolution No. 1177/2004, with changes and amendments approved at
the 191st session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on December 16, 2015, Resolution No. 702/2015, as
amended by changes and amendments approved at the 4th session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on
June 7, 2023, Resolution No. 279.

® Security Strategy of the Slovak Republic. Bratislava: National Council of the Slovak Republic, 2021; Defense
Strategy of the Slovak Republic, Bratislava: National Council of the Slovak Republic, 2021.

7 Statute of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved at the 112th session of the Government of
the Slovak Republic on December 8, 2004, Resolution No. 1177/2004, with changes and amendments approved at
the 191st session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on December 16, 2015, Resolution No. 702/2015, as
amended by changes and amendments approved at the 4th session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on
June 7, 2023, Resolution No. 279.

8 Jan KUTIK, Organizécia a krizovy manazment verejnej spravy. (Trenéin, Trendianska univerzita Alexandra
Dubceka v Trencine, Fakulta socialno-ekonomickych vzt'ahov, 2006).
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crisis.! During a state of war, its duties are carried out at the main location for state defense
management.?

The Security Council of the State is convened by its chairman, who is the Prime Minister of the
Slovak Republic. In the chairman’s absence, a meeting of the council is convened by the deputy
chairman, with the chairman’s prior consent. Meetings of the security council are chaired by its
chairman, following an approved work plan. In their absence, the deputy chairman presides over the
meeting. For urgent issues within the council’s competence and based on reasoned proposals from its
members, the chairman may convene an extraordinary meeting. The President of the Slovak Republic
also has the right to propose a meeting of the council and to participate in its sessions. President can
request information from the Security Council and its members and discuss issues with them within
the scope of valid legislation. Regarding specific agenda items, and at the proposer's request and with
the chairman's consent, individuals who prepared or contributed to the material may participate in the
discussion. Other people who can contribute to a proper assessment of the matters under discussion
may also be invited.® Materials are to be submitted and drafted in a specified format.* The meetings
are also attended by the council s secretary and the staff of the Security Council Office, who process
the audio and subsequent written record of the meeting.> The Security Council generally decides on
matters through a resolution, the final wording of which is formulated by the chairman. The consent
of an absolute majority of all its members is required for a resolution or other decision to be adopted.
The resolution is prepared in both written and electronic form. If a matter is not particularly serious or
complex, the chairman may ask members to decide on a proposed resolution even outside of a
meeting (by a per rollam procedure).® Per rollam decisions are not permitted when the council is
exercising the constitutional powers of the Government of the Slovak Republic during a state of war
or an emergency.’

The Security Council establishes committees to fulfill its needs and tasks. Upon the deputy
chairman’s proposal and after review by the Security Council, these committees are approved by the
Government of the Slovak Republic.® For a long time, the standing working bodies within the
security council were the Committee for Foreign Policy, the Committee for Defense Planning, the
Committee for Civil Emergency Planning, and the Committee for the Coordination of Intelligence
Services. Following the most recent legislative changes, the Committee for Energy Security, the
Committee for Cybersecurity, and the Committee for Hybrid Threats have been added in response to
new security threats.® These committees are guided by their own rules of procedure, which are
approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic after being reviewed by the Security Council. If
necessary, the Security Council can establish or dissolve expert working groups, usually upon the
proposal of one of its members. These groups are typically led by a member of the Security Council

1 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 110/2004 Coll. on the Functioning of the Security
Council of the Slovak Republic in Peacetime, § 2; Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on State Security in a Time of War, State of War, State of Emergency, and State of
Crisis as amended by later regulations, Art. 8, para. 3.

2 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 319/2002 Coll. on the Defense of the Slovak
Republic as amended by later regulations, § 2, para. 4.

3 Rules of Procedure of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Security Council of the
Slovak Republic Resolution No. 536/2017 of 5 April 2017.

4 Methodology for Drafting the Report on the Security of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Security Council
of the Slovak Republic Resolution No. 814 of 1 March 2023.

5> Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 215/2004 Coll. on the Protection of Classified
Information and Amendments to Certain Acts, and the Regulation of the National Security Authority No.
338/2004 Coll. on administrative security.

® Rules of Procedure of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Security Council of the
Slovak Republic Resolution No. 536/2017 of 5 April 2017, Art. 5.

7 Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on the security of the
state during a time of war, a state of war, a state of emergency, and a state of crisis, as amended by Act of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 113/2004 Coll., Art. 8, para 3.

8 Rules of Procedure of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Security Council of the
Slovak Republic Resolution No. 536/2017 of 5 April 2017.

° Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 110/2004 Coll. on the functioning of the Security
Council of the Slovak Republic in peacetime, Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 10a, 10b, 10c, and 11.
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and their head is approved by the chairman of the council. Upon the request of the chairman or deputy
chairman of the Security Council, ministers and heads of other central state administration bodies and
other state bodies second their employees to these expert working groups. These groups are
responsible for preparing materials for the Security Council's meetings.

When creating and implementing the security system of the Slovak Republic, the Security Council
cooperates closely with the Committee for Defense and Security of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic, as well as with ministries, other central state administration bodies, and other state
authorities. For its work, the Security Council utilizes knowledge, analyses, and information from
ministries, other central state administration bodies, other state administration bodies, local state
administration, and higher territorial units. The Security Council may also invite other experts to its
meetings as needed. The Office of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic plays a special role in
supporting the council's activities. It is headed by a director, who also serves as the secretary of the
Security Council. Their duties are determined by the council's rules of procedure.? The number of
employees of the Security Council Office is determined by the Government of the Slovak Republic,
based on the chairman's proposal. The office is part of the organizational structure of the Office of the
Government of the Slovak Republic and ensures the fulfillment of coordinating, expert, and
consultative tasks in the area of the security of the Slovak Republic. In preparing positions and
proposed measures for the chairman and deputy chairman of the Security Council, the office relies on
the expert knowledge and experience of ministries and other state administration bodies, as well as
the expert opinions of universities, research institutions, and other institutions.> Among its main tasks
is the coordination of planning, preparatory, and implementation measures for the security of the
Slovak Republic during the creation and implementation of the national security system. It assesses
proposals for these measures and submits its position on them to the chairman and deputy chairman
of the Security Council. In cooperation with ministries and other state administration bodies, it
participates in the drafting of the report on the security of the Slovak Republic, should the Security
Council decide to submit one. It also participates in the drafting inter-ministerial conceptual
documents aimed at preserving the security of the Slovak Republic, which are submitted to the
Government for discussion.*

The Security Council Office also participates in the assessment of proposed generally binding
legal regulations and international treaties that relate to the security and defense of the state. It submits
its positions on these to the chairman and deputy chairman of the Security Council. The office also
fulfills important tasks in implementating international security obligations. In this area, it assesses
proposals related to fulfilling the Slovak Republic's international commitments. It also evaluates
proposals concerning the Slovak Republic's participation in activities aimed at saving lives, protecting
health, and safeguardind property outside of its territory. In cooperation with ministries and other state
administration bodies, the office evaluates the security situation in the Slovak Republic and globally,
with a particular focus on risks to state security that could lead to a crisis. It submits its positions and
proposals for measures to reduce or eliminate these risks to the chairman and deputy chairman of the
Security Council. Tasks related to this activity are handled by the Permanent Situational Center for
Monitoring the Security Environment in the Slovak Republic and Globally, which is part of the

! Statute of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved at the 112th session of the Government of
the Slovak Republic on December 8, 2004, Resolution No. 1177/2004, with changes and amendments approved at
the 191st session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on December 16, 2015, Resolution No. 702/2015, as
amended by changes and amendments approved at the 4th session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on
June 7, 2023, Resolution No. 279.

2 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 312/2001 Coll. on State Service and on the
Amendment and Supplementation of Certain Laws, as amended.

3 Statute of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved at the 112th session of the Government of
the Slovak Republic on December 8, 2004, Resolution No. 1177/2004, with changes and amendments approved at
the 191st session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on December 16, 2015, Resolution No. 702/2015, as
amended by changes and amendments approved at the 4th session of the Government of the Slovak Republic on
June 7, 2023, Resolution No. 279.

4 Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on the security of the
state during a time of war, a state of war, a state of emergency, and a state of crisis, as amended by Act of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 113/2004 Coll.
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office's organizational structure.! In its activities, the office also cooperates with the Secretariat of the
Central Crisis Staff and with the Security Councils of the Regions.? It assesses proposals for measures
to maintain regional security and prevent a crisis, which are submitted to the Security Council by the
regional security council.® In case a Security Council meeting is needed, the office ensures the
notification of its members, the members of the Security Council Committee for the Coordination of
Intelligence Services, and the office staff. It also ensures the protection of classified information
during the Security Council's activities, in accordance with the provisions of a special regulation.*

The Situational Center of the Slovak Republic, whose last statute was approved by the government
on October 17, 2018, holds a special position within the Security Council Office of the Slovak
Republic. It functions as a government information and analytical center with a nationwide scope. Its
primary task is to evaluate changes in the security environment, and it does so in cooperation with
foreign partners. The center gathers and assesses information that impacts the security environment in
Slovakia and globally at a strategic level. Based on this information, it prepares analytical products for
the highest state officials and relevant state bodies. It also provides pertinent information to
cooperating organizations and bodies. The most important task of the Situational Center is the
comprehensive and continuous evaluation of information about security incidents and events. It
obtains this information from state bodies, legal entities under state establishing or founding authority,
and from cooperating bodies in other countries. This is accomplished by monitoring the security
situation, processing information, and producing its own analytical materials. Based on its
unclassified outputs, the Situational Center provides information to the public. It also serves as the
national point of contact for hybrid threats.®

The Situational Center of the Slovak Republic is headed by a director and the center itself has two
parts: analytical and organizational. All employees of the Situational Center must have authorization
to handle classified information at the SECRET level, including NATO and European Union
classified information at the SECRET level. The Director of the Situational Center of the Slovak
Republic is accountable for their work to the Director of the Security Council Office of the Slovak
Republic. They are responsible for preparing an annual plan, which is approved by the Director of the
Security Council Office. The Director of the Situational Center also decides on the preparation of
extraordinary reports and is responsible for their content and formal aspects. They must have
authorization to handle classified information at the TOP SECRET level, and this same authorization
is required for NATO and European Union documents. ©

Crisis management also plays a vital and indispensable role at the level of district offices in
regional seats and in districts.” The most important body for crisis management in every district is the

! Statute of the Security Council of the Slovak Republic. Approved at the 112th meeting of the Government of
the Slovak Republic on December 8, 2004, by Resolution No. 1177/2004, with amendments and supplements
approved at the 191st meeting of the Government of the Slovak Republic on December 16, 2015, by Resolution
No. 702/2015, as further amended and supplemented at the 4th meeting of the Government of the Slovak Republic
on June 7, 2023, by Resolution No. 279/2023. Statutes of the Situational Center of the Slovak Republic. Approved
by Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 88 of February 14, 2024.

2 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 387/2002 Coll. on the Control of State in Crisis
situations Outside Wartime and State of War, as amended by Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
No. 515/2003 Coll.

3 Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on State Security at the
Time of War, State of war, State of Emergency, and State of Crisis, as amended by Act of the National Council of
the Slovak Republic No. 113/2004 Coll.

4 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 215/2004 Coll. on the Protection of Classified
Information and on Amendment to Certain Acts.

5 Statute of the Situational Center of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Resolution of the Government of the
Slovak Republic No. 88 of February 14, 2024.

6 Statute of the Situational Center of the Slovak Republic. Approved by Resolution of the Government of the
Slovak Republic No. 88 of February 14, 2024.

7 Zuzana BERCIKOVA — Peter BERCIK — Jozef BUSIK — Miloslav KIS, (Organizacia a vykon $tatnej spravy
s Slovenskej republike. Bratislava: Municipalia, 2008), 49 — 50.
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District Security Council.! These are crisis management bodies for legally defined crisis situations.
Security councils are established in every district. However, at the district offices located in the
regional seats, they establish Regional Security Councils, not District Security Councils. Security
councils in districts located in regional seats have a dual function. They have competencies and
exercise powers not only at the regional level but also address tasks to the same extent as Security
Councils at the district level. Since they also exercise powers at the entire-regional level, they become
de facto superior to the Security Councils established in other district offices in certain legally
specified cases. Regional Security Councils assume management competencies, especially in cases
where a crisis situation affects more than one district. The chairmen of the regional security councils
are the heads of the district offices in the regional cities. The deputy chairmen are the deputies of the
heads of the district offices. The members include the directors of the District Directorates of the Fire
and Rescue Corps, the directors of the District Directorates of the Police Corps, representatives of the
Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic, and employees of the district offices.? The Regional Security
Council establishes a Secretariat for the Security Council. The head of the Regional Security Council
Secretariat is the head of the Department of Crisis Planning and Economic Mobilization at the district
office located in the regional seat. His role is to ensure the organizational operation of the security
council.® The Regional Security Council is accountable to the Government of the Slovak Republic for
the performance of its duties.* In the event that the constitutional powers of the government are
exercised by the Security Council of the Slovak Republic, the regional security council is accountable
to the Security Council of the Slovak Republic for the performance of its duties.

In addition to the district offices in regional seats, other district offices also play a very important
role in the field of crisis management. It is these district offices that provide the initial actions to
maintain public safety and are the first to take measures to save lives and property.® At their level,
basic commissions are established to ensure civil protection.” These bodies include the District
Security Council, the District Evacuation Commission, and, in the event of floods, the District Flood
Commission. The highest crisis management body at the regional level is the District Security
Council. The District Security Council is a collective body. Its chairman is the head of the district
office, and the deputy chairman of the security council is the deputy head of the district office. The
head of the district office directs the activities of the security council.2 In the event of his absence, his
authority is transferred to the deputy. The members of the district security council are the director of
the District Directorate of the Fire and Rescue Corps, the director of the District Department of the
Police Force, and the commander of the Military Unit whose area of operation covers the district. The
security council establishes a secretariat, which is usually headed by an employee from the civil
protection and crisis management department of the relevant district office. Membership in the
security council is non-substitutable, and members have a legal obligation to attend its meetings,
make decisions, and be responsible for their implementation in their respective areas.’

1 Karol JANAS — Rudolf KUCHARCIK, Crisis management in the Slovak Republic at a higher regional level.
In: Proceedings of the International Conference on Law and Political Science. Volume 1. (Delhi, Taipei City:
National Law University Delhi: International Business Academics Consortiom, 2014), 372 — 380.

2 Rules of Procedure of the Regional Security Council. Approved by Resolution of the Government of the
Slovak Republic No. 152/2017 of April 5, 2017.

8 Crisis Plan of the District Office Trenéin. Tren¢in: District Office, 2012.

4 Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic No. 1177/2004.

S Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on State Security at the
Time War, State of War, State of Emergency, and State of Crisis, as amended by Constitutional Act of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 113/2004 Coll., Art. 9.

6 Karol JANAS — Marian BUSSA, Tasks of Crisis Headquarters on local level. In: University Review. Vol. 7,
2013, n. 1, (Trencin, Trenéianska univerzita A. Dubc¢eka, 2013), 15-19.

7 Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 335/2007 Coll., Amending and Supplementing
Certain Laws in Connection with the Abolishment of Regional Offices.

8 Constitutional Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 227/2002 Coll. on State Security at the
Time of War, State of War, State of Emergency, and State of Crisis, as amended.

° Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 387/2002 Coll. on the Control of State in Crisis
situations Outside Wartime and State of War, as amended by Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
No. 515/2003 Caoll.
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Conclusion

Crisis management in Slovakia is a very important part of the civil protection of the population. In
the Slovak Republic, the system for handling crisis situations is managed centrally and hierarchically.
Thanks to this, crisis management in the Slovak Republic has a solid organizational framework and is
prepared to deal with emergencies. State administration bodies have a sophisticated methodology for
managing emergencies, and specific annual cases prove that they can handle them effectively in
practice. Despite several, not always the most successful, state administration reforms in recent years,
the crisis management system has been maintained in an unchanged and functional form. This is a
good sign for the future, which may see an increase in crisis and extraordinary events, especially at
the regional level. In the event of an emergency, the functioning of the individual components of the
civil protection system in Slovakia is extremely important. Today, state administration at all levels is
clearly structured hierarchically. The possibility of dual management has been eliminated, and the
mutual hierarchy of the individual offices is clear.
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